
Preparing for the 2025 
SJS Funding Opportunity

Nov. 18, 2025



Goal: 
Coordinate statistical activities within the state, conduct research as needed, 
and to assist BJS with gathering data within their states

Objectives:

▪ Build the capabilities of states to collect, analyze, and report data on justice 
issues relevant to the states and the nation.

▪ Support the collection and sharing of vital justice system data among the 
states, and between the states and the federal government.

SJS Program Goals & Objectives



Core Capacity

▪ Enhancing or building access to new 
sources of data 

▪ Improving capability to collect, 
analyze, and interpret data on criminal 
justice issues

▪ May include travel funds for up to 2 
people to attend up to 2 BJS-
approved SJS–focused conferences or 
meetings

    Previously: up to $75,000

Special Emphasis

• Support BJS interests or national 
priorities in the following areas:​
• Use of Administrative or 

Operational Criminal Justice Data​
• Analysis of State Criminal History 

Records
• Collaborations between SACs 

encouraged

Previously: up to $150,000

Two types of projects funded



What we expect
FY 2025 NOFO released by end of 
calendar year

Proposals due 45 days after release

Somewhat less funding, so less likely to 
fund Special Emphasis

FY2026 NOFO released in spring

FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES



What adds the most time to your SJS proposal development?

❑  Project planning
❑  Securing letters from partners
❑  Internal review
❑  Something else

Poll



Discussion



FY25 and FY26 applications are likely to be close in time.

Consider envisioning them as two parts of one plan to achieve a strategic goal 

Strategic Vision



▪ JIRN staff and a group of former SAC Directors can 
review your proposals in advance

▪ Assess adherence to the basic intent of SJS projects

▪ Confirm inclusion of required sections of SJS grant proposal

▪ Recommend you submit a draft of your proposal, or 
detailed outline, as soon as you can. They will be 
reviewed and returned with comments within one 
week. 

▪ JIRN will not be part of the funding determination. Will 
share with BJS a list of SACs who participated in this 
pre-submission review.

JIRN Review of Proposal Narratives



You can find your BJS SJS-SAC 
Program Manager on our website at:

https://jirn.org/bjs-sjs-staff/

BJS Program Managers by State
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Budget issues

Please note that JIRN is likely 
to have a national conference. 

We have to charge a higher 
registration cost this time due 
to the lack of federal funding.  

Estimate $400 plus travel. 

Consider using JIRN staff as 
consultants. 



JIRN’s Ph.D. 
research staff have 
experience in both 

qualitative and 
quantitative research 

methods.  Potential 
tasks can include:

• Serving as thought partners throughout the project

• Preparing materials for IRB approval or requests for 
exemption

• Developing survey instruments, interview guides, and 
focus group protocols

• Conducting cognitive testing of instruments

• Conducting interviews, focus groups, and listening 
sessions

• Cleaning and analyzing quantitative data

• Coding and analyzing qualitative data

• Developing infographics

• Drafting reports

• Assisting in the archiving of data where required by federal 
funding

• Holding webinars and otherwise assisting in the 
dissemination of project results



In addition to proposal narrative review, JIRN can help by:

▪ Facilitating collaboration among SACs, setting up meetings and discussions

▪ Identifying examples of SJS work in the library database 

▪ Some resources are on the JIRN website

▪ Also, updated OJP application guide  
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/apply/ojp-grant-application-resource-guide

QUESTIONS: Contact Jason Trask, jtrask@jirn.org.

SJS Grant and JIRN

mailto:jtrask@jirn.org


Jason Trask
jtrask@jirn.org
 
6955 Willow Streeet, NW, Unit 197
Washington, DC 20005 
https://jirn.org

mailto:jtrask@jirn.org
https://jirn.org/
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